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Reality check




Who was the . ..




Why do so few women pursue maths?
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—all students of Queen's College, Belfast. However, the first place in
Mathematics fell this year to a2 woman, Marjorie Long, formerly
a student of Victoria College, Belfast, now of Girton College.

It is to be regretted that the study of classics and mathematics is not
taken up earlier and pursued more thoroughly in girls’ schools and
colleges, for, whatever may be said for the superior utility of modern
literature for the average woman student, it does not offer exactly the
same kind of discipline as the former studies; nor can there be any
doubt that it is often the lack of facililies for good instruction in
classics or mathematics, rather than inclination or any bias of the
feminine mind towards modern languages, which leads women to take
up the latter in their University course.




The source of that quote
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A few years earlier
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A few years earlier

In addition to the great success in the High School, there were eight
exhibitions awarded at the Degree and other examinations of the Royal
University to students entering direct from Victoria College during the

year ; and there were fourteen students in the Honour and pass
F;:tﬂuf the B.A. degree in 1903. At Matriculation, Grace I. Acheson
was awarded the First Exhibition, which placed her at the head of the
men and women of her year.

This year, 1904, there were 971 candidates, men and women, for Ma-
triculation in the Royal University Examinations, the results of which
have just been declared. Nine First Class Exhibitions of /24 each were
awarded—James Maxwell Henry, of Campbell College, Bellast, takes
the first place, and Marjorie Long, of Victoria College, Belfast, the
second. iss Long received a First Class in cach of her five subjects
—Latin, German, English, Mathematics, and WNatural Philosophy.
While still considerably under age, Miss Long had previously been first
in each of the four grades of the Irish Intermediate Examinations.




Even earlier
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Going back over a century




First degree 1960s and 1970s (26 people)




First degree 1980s (33 people)




First degree 1990 to 1993 (27 people)




First degree 1994 to 1998 (22 people)




First degree 1999 to 2001 (29 people)













Parting thoughts










